What does treatment involve?

freatment invalves one or more visits,
There are several steps in the process of
endodontic treatment that your general
jentist or endodontist will perform to
save your tooth.

» First, local anesthesia is usually given sa that you will
be more comfortable. Towsolate the toath, the dentist
will use a dam, which 15 a thin sheet of latex rubber or
plastic that keeps the tooth dry during treatment. An
opening is made through the crown of the tooth into
the pulp chamber.

» The pulp or remaiming tssue s then removed carefully
frarm both the pulp chamber and raot canal{s). Each
ront canal is cleaned and shaped to aliow it to e filled

» Medication may be placed in the pulp chamber and
root canal(s) to help eliminate bacteria.

A temiparary Tilling may be placed in the crown epening
to prevent saliva from entering the chamber and rodt
canals, ar your dentsl may immediately begin the next
stage of filling the root canal(s) (described below),
You-mmight also be givercantibiotics iF infection is
present and has spread beyond the end of the root{s)
If your dentist has prescribed medication, use it only
as directed, IF you hove any problems with the
medication, cail your dentist

- Dining the next stage of treatment, after placement
aof a rubber dam, the temporary filfing is removed
(iT one was placed at an earfier vsit), The roat canalis)
are usually filied with gutta-percha, a rubber-like
miaterial made from vanous tropical trees

it 15 very importont to follow your dentist’s
directions regording the scheduling af your
dental gppontments so that your root canal
treatment will be successful,

= In the final step; the tempaorary filling 15 removed and
the tooth may be restored by a crown or a filling to
strengthan it and mprove its appearance, & crown
may be made of porcelain or metal alloy, and the
filing may be made of many different materials. If an
endodantist performs the root canal treatment, he or
she will usually recommend that you retorn b9 your
general deantist far the final restoration

Root Canal Treatment

Taoth ﬂlt‘l-_y' Eim caube @n
shscessod (infocted) toothe

The pulp is remaves, and
th root canals are clesned
arad aliapad.

i metal or plastic rod or post
may be placed in the root
canal to kalp retain the core
{filllmg) material, which ssp-

parts the restoration (erown),

The decay is remaved and an
opening is made theough the
exowin af the teoth Into the
pulp chamber.

A

chamber are filled.

The cromn of (i toath iz than
restored. iF bone s fost dus to
infoction at the root tip, this
will heal aver several manths
aftar the rost canal is cleaned
and spaled,



