What exactly is a bridge or fixed partial
denture?

A bridge (also called a Ged partial denture) is @ resioration
which replaces or spans the space where one or more weth
hanve been lost, There are two tpes of bridges—fived and
removable. Fixed hridoes ane honded into place and can only
be removed by 2 dentist. On the other band, you can tike outa
removable bridpe for cleaning. Remimathle bridges, while less
expensive, may not be s desirable as fived bridges and are nol
eenierdby as stable,

Why do I need a bridge?

Your appesirmnce, dental healh and the proper functioning of
vour medth are all important reasons for wearing 2 bridge. A
bridpe helps maintain the nateral shape of your Gwee and moy
help support vour lips and cheeks. The loss of & back tooth
iy canse vour mouth o snk and vour face to look older,

More importantly, though, your dental health may soffer when
weeth are nol replaced. Teeth were designed o complement
estcly ofaer, When o oot s Tost, e ey ieeth may Gl
worward thi: empty space, or the tweeth in the opposite jaw may
miewe i or down toward the space. This places unusual stress
ot both the teeth and tissues in your mouth
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In adilition, the gum tissues and the bone that hold t@eth in
place can break down, iacresing e risk of gam disease.
Teeth that have tipped are difficult to dean, miking them mone
likely tor decay, As a result, even moee teeth mey be Jost.

Missing teeth can 4o affect the wiy vou chew anmd speak,
Chewing on only ong side may cause stress 1o your mouth. You
wlso need vour teeth to speak propery, since they help you
rate thee many sounds needed in speech

1l your need extensive fised bridge work, vour dentist will provide
tresment or refer you b o prosthodontist. A prosthodontist is a
spectalist tratned in restoriiog natun] tecth and in replacing
missing [eeth

How is a bridge attached?

{ [ixed bridge is commonly cemenied fo the il westh ned
i thee space left by thee nissing tooth. A filse wouth (called a
pontic) replaces the bost tooth, The pontic is sttached to the
crwns {restorations thet cover 3 iooth )|, Crowns, which ane
cemiented onto the natural teeth, provide support for the bridge

Traditional Fixed Bridpe

Tourh nalfecend fo He g me T carsiom - e ferdvive 1
Jrreyperrend bt comad cantfresioned

After valfarefomeniy e mund, e
Brivloe s coweniad fido place



